Sound Waves

Sound waves are longitudinal waves (compression waves).  A vibrating source compresses the air directly beside it.  This causes the air to compress and expand, which causes air next to it to do the same thing….




As it is much more difficult to measure wavelength and amplitude a longitudinal wave can be drawn to look like a transverse wave



An oscilloscope is an electronic device that is designed to do this for us.

Sounds can be described in terms of:

1) Pitch

2)Loudness (dynamics)
3)Quality 
Wavelength ()
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Vibrating tuning fork








